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Stable Fire Victim  Becomes 
Local Celebrity
Cockatoo, a 7-year-old black Welsh pony stallion, received more than 
veterinary attention during his stay at 
the University o f Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine. Local media main­
tained a keen interest in the pony’s 
health as clinicians and students worked 
around-the-clock to nurse the stallion 
back to health.
The case attracted strong interest at 
the college as well, because it offered 
a first-hand opportunity to learn more 
about smoke inhalation problems and 
treatment.
The victim o f an area stable fire, 
Cockatoo is the last of his bloodline, 
and therefore quite valuable. Five other 
ponies died in the fire that brought 
Cockatoo to the clinic on January 3rd 
with severe smoke inhalation.
Dr. Khristina Kirkland, the admit­
ting veterinarian at the Large Animal
Clinic, was cautious about the progno­
sis. She knew that even if they could 
clear his smoke-damaged lungs, sec­
ondary infection was a very real threat. 
On admission, the stallion was in shock, 
his nostrils dripping fluid produced by 
his lungs. Breathing was an extreme 
effort for him.
A tracheostomy tube helped the 
pony breathe. Antibiotics were used to 
fight o ff infection. Repeated bron- 
chodilator treatments via a nebulizer 
were given to clear his air passages.
The mood was jubilant when the pony 
started breathing easier and on his own. 
Dr. Kirkland was again reassured when 
a bout with pneumonia due to bacterial 
secondary infection was conquered.
The stallion went home on January 
22, 1992, amid a flurry of media cam­
eramen and reporters. His recovery may 
prove significant to future fire victims.
Dr. Khristina Kirkland (left), equine clinician, and fourth-year veterinary student Shawn Hohulin 
give Cockatoo a nebulizer treatment.
Thanks to financial assistance from the 
college’s Companion Animal Memorial 
Fund, a series of follow- up nuclear med­
icine lung scans will be made to track the 
recovery of Cockatoo’s lungs.
The scans will not only permit clini­
cians to determine how complete the 
pony’s recovery is, they will give the
first-ever indication o f how burned 
lungs respond to treatment and heal. 
That knowledge could result in a 
much clearer prognosis for cats, dogs, 
horses, and even humans affected by 
smoke inhalation.*
around the hallways.
“He loves the out-of-doors,” Dr. 
Johnson says. “He heads for the doors 
first, and stops at all windows. We have 
to keep a leash on him because he’s only 
got one speed: full speed ahead.”
Publicity in the St. Louis area (where 
Bob is from) has generated a hearty 
response. Cards and letters are pouring 
in from people who want him to get 
well and to help pay Bob’s mounting 
hospital bills. The college has a fund a- 
vailable for seriously ill, indigent pa­
tients like Bob.
With enough donations, doctors at the 
college hope to do skin grafts on Bob. 
Without skin grafts, there is a risk that 
his wounds would heal in such a way as 
to restrict joint motion.
There’s still a lot of therapy ahead for 
Bob, but according to college veterinar­
ians, this dog has a personality that 
won’t quit.*
Boddy, resuscitated the dog, then trans­
ferred him to the University o f Illinois 
College ofVeterinary Medicine at Urbana 
for treatment after his local veterinar­
ian stabilized the dog’s condition.
Both rear legs had to be ampu­
tated. Much of Bob’s face and his 
right front leg and shoulder were 
severely burned.
But the plucky canine hung in 
there as veterinarians at the veteri­
nary college fought to save his life.
“His attitude has kept him going,” 
said Dr. Janna Johnson, who per­
formed the surgeries on Bob. Treat­
ment is continuing. Bandages must 
be changed twice a day, plus Bob 
receives special whirlpool treatments 
which help remove any dead wound 
tissue. He rests on a special heated 
waterbed in his hospital cage.
Bob gets around via a 4-wheeled 
cart designed by veterinarians at the 
college in cooperation with a bioengi­
neering student. The cart has gone 
through numerous modifications, but 
basically Bob is supported in a velcro- 
closure sleeve and cam then roll himself
Bob the “ Wonder Dog”  Survives 
Shocking Experience
Bob, a 3-year-old bobtailed Austral­
ian Cattle Dog, sustained severe high 
voltage electrocution in juries while 
chasing a rabbit near his Granite City 
home on Januaiy 1st. His owner, James
Dr. Rena Allen (left) 
and Dr. Gail Golab, 
interns who’ve worked 
around the clock on Bob, 
adjust the dog’s 
cart prior to taking 
him for a walk.
After his 7,200-volt encounter with a downed power line, Bob should 
be dead. But thanks to his owner and 
veterinarians, he’s fully alive and kick­
ing, minus his two hind legs.
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Dean’s Comer
We’re S tarting to See the L ight
BY DR. TED VALLI
I t’s nice that the days are getting longer. It seems to me that the work increases 
in inverse proportion to the dollar flow, 
and I have been coming to work and 
going home in the dark for so long that 
I’m failing to notice the nice sunshine 
that we are now having.
These are difficult times for colleges 
and universities. The deans of 31 vet­
erinary colleges in the United States and 
Canada meet annually in conjunction 
with the Eastern States meeting in 
Florida. As we went around the table 
describing our financial situations, there 
was a tremendous outpouring of woe 
and financial constraints. Budget cuts 
varied from 2% to nearly 20%.
One bright side of this adversity is 
that as times get tougher, the colleges 
become more collegial and willing to 
work collaboratively on a range o f pro­
ductive areas. Another remarkable 
finding at this meeting was that all col­
leges, including our own, are exper­
iencing increased development activity. 
For us, this support is coming from 
private and industry donors and covers 
a variety of areas, including our Com­
panion Animal Fund, Dean’s Achieve­
ment Fund, the Wildlife Ward, and indi­
vidual bequests.
Despite our financial indiscretions of 
the past, the University in its benefi­
cence and wisdom has forgiven us a 
hospital debt of $676,000 in response 
to our efforts to stop this hemorrhage 
and keep the operation in the black
for two years running. This doesn’t make 
our job of arranging for budget cuts in 
FY 93 any easier, but it does make the 
balance sheet look better. In this con­
text, vice chancellors are like deity in 
that they both giveth and taketh away!
We had our accreditation review by 
the AVMA Council on Education in De­
cember. It was a productive experience 
which required us to examine ourselves 
and to accept some firm and unbiased 
comment and criticism from colleagues 
who are knowledgeable and have a 
good sense of perspective. One of the 
major concerns of the committee was 
that our isolation facilities for conduct­
ing research on infectious diseases are 
abominable and need to be abandoned. 
This news did not exactly , come as a 
shock since we have been saying the 
same thing for years. Short-term plans 
are to vacate the old Veterinary Medical 
Research Building and shift these op­
erations to the Veterinary Research Farm 
where we don’t have isolation facilities 
but will do the best we can in utilizing 
the facilities currently available.
This appears to be a major year for 
reviews. The USDA Cooperative State 
Research Service (CSRS) will review 
our research program in March. The 
American Association o f Veterinary 
Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) will 
review the operation of our Laboratories 
o f Veterinary D iagnostic Medicine 
shortly. Many people have been in­
volved in preparing documentation for
these reviews, but Bill Wagner carried 
the ball for the AVMA and CSRS docu­
ments and Gavin Meerdink for the 
AAVLD documentation.
The College has completed a draft of 
its first rolling tactical plan to provide 
specific focus on how the goals of our 
Pew-funded strategic plan will be at­
tained. The draft document has now 
been approved by faculty and will un­
doubtedly generate a lot of comment 
before the final form is reached. It is 
important, however, that we, as a Col­
lege, develop the culture for planning as 
a confining exercise: it will help main­
tain our sense o f direction and purpose 
in difficult times.
Locally, we are proceeding with re­
novations to install our used magnetic 
resonance imager in the Large Animal 
Clinic, and we have projects waiting to 
utilize the equipment as soon as it is 
functional.
We are getting a strong group of in­
quiries about admission for this fall 
which is reassuring because tuition will 
probably be increasing as well.
Externally, we met a lot of old friends 
and alumni at the Eastern States meet­
ing in Orlando where E. Small (the gentle 
doctor with the marine sergeant’s voice) 
regaled the folks with news of happen­
ings at the College. More recently, Carroll 
and I toured Chicago’s Lincoln Park and 
Brookfield Zoos. Drs. Tom Meehan and 
Lindsay Phillips showed us around while 
discussing ways to increase the Univer-
College
Happenings
Remodeling Benefits Lab 
Animals, Handlers;
More To Be Done
THANKS TO A $ 1/2 MILLION remodeling 
grant, the lab animal facilities at the 
south wards of the UI College of Veteri­
nary Medicine’s teaching hospital are 
more modem and efficient. This puts 
the college one step closer to applying 
for accreditation from the American 
Association for Accreditation of 
Laboratory Animal Care (AAALAC).
Larger cages, raised floors, auto­
matic waterers and increased ventila-
Dr. Dan Morton, assistant director of lab animal 
care at the college, holds a dog in the newly 
remodeled lab animal facilities in the south 
wards of the college’s teaching hospital. Larger 
cages, better ventilation, and raised floors 
benefit both the animals and the caretakers.
tion — all built to comply with 1992 
lab animal regulations —  have improv­
ed the health of the animals and the 
working conditions for caretakers and 
researchers. Up to 128 dogs can now 
be housed in the south ward facilities.
The addition of a “procedures room” 
located between the cage area and 
the ran area is the greatest improve­
ment, according to Dr. Dan Morton, 
assistant director o f lab animal care at 
the college.
The procedures room allows care­
takers and researchers to treat animals 
in a separate area, but not too far from 
their cages. The animals are removed 
from the noise and excitement of the 
cage area, making treatments less 
stressful and quicker.
Dr. Morton notes that although 
the hammering and the drilling have 
stopped in the south wards, he 
hopes that these sounds will be 
heard again soon in the north wards.
He explains that the project was 
intended to completely remodel both 
the south and north lab animal 
wards. However, the money ran out 
before work could be completed on 
the north side.
“Inflation increased our expenses 
and the grant money didn’t go as far 
as planned,” says Dr. Morton.
He hopes that funding can be 
secured from other sources, so the 
college can apply to AAALAC for 
accreditation by mid-1993.
Obtaining accreditation is a personal 
pursuit of Dr. Morton’s. “Earning 
accreditation from AAALAC will mean 
external recognition and will signify 
excellence for the college and its 
laboratory animal programs,” he says.
Cobalt-60 Teletherapy 
Unit Arrives a t College
ANOTHER “JEWEL” in the college’s new 
Imaging Center “crown” is slipping 
neatly into place. The college recently 
received its Theratron 780 rotational 
Cobalt-60 teletherapy unit. Once the 
unit gets licensed, cancer patients 
referred to the college can receive 
state-of-the-art radiation therapy.
The new Cobalt-60 unit is a 
refurbished machine, obtained from a 
human hospital. It consists o f a 
treatment unit, patient table, and 
radiation source.
A worker approaches the cobalt-60 unit 
during installation.
sity of Illinois' level of interaction with 
these marvelous institutions. Currently 
there is a great deal o f interest in the 
zoos to preserve endangered species. We 
need to be involved and encourage and 
train our professional students to con­
tribute in this area. We also visited the 
UI’s Chicago campus Laboratory Animal 
Medicine area headed up by Dr. Taylor 
Bennett.
Finally, the class of 1992 marks the 
40th group graduating from this fine 
institution. We are planning to recognize 
this event in June just prior to the 12th 
Symposium on Veterinary Education. i 
The class of 1952 will be in attendance.
Erv Small, assisted by a group of emer­
itus faculty, has formed a committee to 
organize events for this historic occa­
sion. It will be a review of a different kind 
where we reflect on our self-image and 
sense o f purpose in terms of where we 
have been and where we are going, as­
sisted by the sense o f perspective from 
those stalwarts who were the first gradu - 
ates o f this school.■
April 4,1992
Veterinary Medicine Open House,
Contact Tania Banak (217/333-2907).
May 13-15,1992
EVP swine health management series. 
Module 5: Economics.
June 3-4,1992
Swine Veterinary Consultants Workshop,
Robert Allerton Park, Monticello Illinois. 
Contact Dr. LeRoy Biehl (217/333-2907).
June 12-13,1992
College of Veterinary Medicine
Annual Jubilee,
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-5545) or 
Dr. Erwin Small (217/333-5322).
August 4,1992 
AVMA Alumni Reception,
Boston, Massachusetts.
September 12,1992 
Deans Club Tent Party,
Football opponent is Missouri.
Contact Terry Rathgeber(217/333-5545).
October 22-23,1992
Annual Fall Conference for Veterinarians.
Contact CEPS office (217/333-2907).
October 24,1992
Vet Med Fall Conference Tailgate.
Football opponent is Northwestern.
Contact Terry Rathgeber (217/333-5545).
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Dr. Lloyd C. Helper, professor and 
veterinaiy ophthalmologist, was ap­
pointed associate dean for academic 
and student affairs at the college 
on October 21. 1991. This full-time 
position replaces his former half-time 
duties as associate dean 
for academic affairs and 
the vacant full-time asso­
ciate dean for student af­
fairs position.
Dr. Helper earned his 
DVM degree  from  the 
University o f Illinois in 
1955. He then joined the 
college’s faculty in small 
animal medicine and surgery, but was 
called into active duty with the U.S. Air 
Force for two years. Upon his return he 
resumed his employment in clinical 
medicine, earned an M.S. degree from 
Illinois in 1961, and completed a
postdoctoral fellowship in compara­
tive ophthalmic pathology at Stanford 
University School of Medicine in 1970.
He was promoted to professor and 
chief o f the ophthalmology section in 
1971. From 1982 to 1985, he served 
as associate dean for student affairs 
on a half-time basis before becoming 
the half-time associate dean for aca­
demic affairs.
Dr. Helper has been interested in 
students and their welfare through­
out his career. In 1969, he was se­
lected for the Norden Distinguished 
Teacher Award.
As associate dean for academic and 
student affairs, he hopes to increase 
educational opportunities and experi­
ences in a wide variety o f veterinaiy 
careers by collaboration with other 
schools and institutions as well as 
through course offerings at Illinois.
Effective September 21, 1991, Dr. 
Thurman Hombuckle II accepted a 
position as clinical assistant professor 
in veterinary clinical medicine at the 
college. Having just completed a resi­
dency at Illinois in theriogenology, he 
will continue to work with 
the college's production 
medicine/theriogenology 
section.
His research interests 
in c lu de p rostag lan d in  
con trolled  breed ing in 
dairy cows and phero­
monal effects o f bulls on 
beef cow cyclicity.
Dr. Hombuckle earned his VMD 
degree from the University o f Penn­
sylvania in 1987. He is the first Native 
American (bom  and raised on a reserv­
ation) to graduate from the University
o f Pennsylvania. He is also the first 
member o f the Eastern Band o f Chero­
kee Indians to become a veterinarian 
as well as the first to complete a resi­
dency program and MS degree pro­
gram in veterinary medicine.
A  native o f Cherokee, North Caro­
lina, Dr. Hombuckle began his educa­
tion in environmental health sciences, 
earning both a BS and MS degree from 
East Tennessee State University, 
Johnson City, Tenn. After earning his 
VMD degree, he spent a year doing 
tribal consulting in environmental sci­
ences in Philadelphia. He then decided 
to pursue an academic career and 
entered a residency at Illinois.
He and his wife, Helen, have six 
ch ildren . In  h is spare tim e, Dr. 
Hombuckle enjoys wood carving and 
other crafts.
public school systems, junior colleges, 
and universities within the state.
Prior to coming to Illinois, Dr. Rogers 
worked at a variety o f veterinaiy clin­
ics and colleges across Canada. His 
d iverse p ro fessiona l background 
includes research technician positions 
at the University o f Toronto and the 
University o f Guelph and a psych­
ia tr ic  a ss is tan t pos ition  at the 
Homewood Sanitorium in Guelph.
A  native o f Montreal, Dr. Rogers 
earned his DVM from Tuskegee Uni­
versity in May 1991. He also holds a 
BS degree in biology and a BA degree 
in psychology from the University 
o f Guelph. It was at Guelph that 
Dr. Rogers first became acquainted 
with Dean Valli. Dr. Rogers cites Dean 
Valli and Illinois’ excellent reputation 
as primary reasons for accepting a 
position here at the college.
Cobalt-60, (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2)
“Teletherapy, where the radiation source never touches the patient, means that there 
is no radioactivity associated with the patient,” says Dr. Jean Cloran, radiologist at the 
college, who will oversee the radiation therapy. Since the patient does not become 
radioactive, potential radiation safety concerns are eliminated.
Fractionated, or repeat treatments given over a 4-week period, are what Dr. Cloran 
will be using on small animals because this method yields better results than single 
large doses. The procedure will be a little different when large animals such as horses 
are treated because of risks associated with repeated anesthesia in these patients.
According to Dr. Cloran, the rotational capability of the machine allows patients to 
be kept at a very light plane of anesthesia. Although the daily radiation dose will be 
delivered to the patient via two or more portals, the patient will not have to be 
repositioned. Instead, the control-arm containing the Cobalt source rotates around 
the patient, making the daily treatment quicker and more precise.
As soon as the new unit is determined to meet State and Federal radiation safety 
guidelines, it will be licensed for use, and the college will begin accepting referrals for 
radiotherapy.
In January o f 1992, Dr. Ernie Rogers 
assumed some o f the duties o f visit­
ing assistant to the dean for minority 
affairs at the UI College o f Veterinary 
Medicine. In addition to this appoint­
ment, he is working toward a PhD in 
animal behavior and pharmacology.
Recently, the college
Hhas attempted to recruit ta len ted  and qua lified  non traditional students. Dr. Rogers will assist with this effort. He plans to fo­cus on cultivating students that would not be expected to compete for positions in 
veterinary medicine. He 
identifies his most important goal as 
“getting the word out” and educating 
nontraditional students about veteri­
nary medicine as a professional ca­
reer. His strategy is to “target” the
I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T
When Dr. John Thurmon, veteri­na iy anesthesiologist, came to 
the University o f Illinois College o f 
j Veterinaiy Medicine in 1962, there 
was no inhalation anesthesia being 
done. Animals were anesthetized 
I with injectable drugs, mainly 
barbiturates.
“Eventually we moved to inhala­
tion machines,” Dr. Thurmon 
remembers. “We started with one 
ether machine in the old Small 
Animal Clinic and progressed from 
I barbiturates to methoxyflurane and
| finally halothane. Now we’ve come 
full circle with the use o f shorter- 
acting injectable drugs.”
He notes that today’s injectables 
are more potent and shorter-acting, 
however.
“Five milligrams o f etorphine will 
stop an elephant,” he says. “Acciden­
tal self-administration is a real 
danger. I t iy  to teach students NOT 
to get in the habit o f taking the 
needle cover o ff with their mouth. 
One needle prick, and you could get 
enough o f a dose to kill you.”
Many o f the new injectables and 
their combinations were first 
researched at Illinois. As a result, 
j  Dr. Thurmon and his staff are in de­
mand as speakers, having been 
invited to meetings all over the globe.
Being at the forefront o f change is 
nothing new for Dr. Thurmon. In the 
early ’70s, he helped develop one o f 
the first ventilators for use in horses 
during surgeiy. The new ventilators 
were larger, accomodating the 
horse’s larger lung capacity.
Dr. William Muir o f Ohio State and 
Dr. Thurmon established the Veter- 
| inaiy Midwest Anesthesia Confer­
ence (V-MAC), which made it easier 
for anesthesia residents, most o f 
whom train in the Midwest, to gain 
access to continuing education in 
their field.
More recently, he and his staff 
developed a machine for administer­
ing COa and 0 2 to baby pigs to 
eliminate pain during castration.
“We got lots o f questions on this 
system when we presented a paper 
on it recently,” he notes. “When 
discussion had to be shut off for 
presentation o f the next paper, half 
o f the audience followed me out so 
they could ask more questions.”
But teaching obviously comes 
first whenever he’s on the floor.
As Dr. Jo Randolph, a former 
student and currently the owner of 
a 5-vet equine practice in 
Oconomowoc, Wis., recalls, “He’s 
one o f the most honest, straight­
forward people I’ve ever met. He’s 
treated me like a professional since 
the day I first walked into junior 
anesthesia. Some o f the students 
thought he was gruff. It’s true that 
he doesn’t coddle anybody. He was 
hard, but fair: he expected you to 
know things, but he gave you credit 
when you did. He taught me a lot.”
When she first got out o f school, 
Dr. Randolph was faced with a lot 
o f equine surgery under less than 
ideal conditions. “I amazed myself 
that first year,” she says.
So much so that she dropped the 
anesthesia section a note telling 
them how in crisis moments, she 
kept pulling out things that she 
didn’t even know she knew. Their 
dedication to teaching had paid off.
Dr. Thurmon has served as chief 
o f the college’s anesthesia section 
since its formation in 1971.
He takes the role seriously, helping 
coordinate new learning experi­
ences for veterinary students, 
keeping his staff on the cutting 
edge o f anesthesia research, and 
providing top-notch anesthesia 
services for both the Large and 
Small Animal Clinics.
Times have changed. Anesthesia 
is safer than ever before. Students 
now learn via computer simula­
tions as well as from practical 
experience. But Dr. Thurmon still 
maintains that there’s only one way 
to do things —  and that’s the 
RIGHT w ay !«
~IT”
Anesthesia Has Come a Long Way, 
Says Dr. Thurmon
Dr. John Thurmon watches as a veterinary student inserts a jugular catheter in a horse’s vein 
prior to surgery.
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DiPietro JA, MSDAGVET, $8,964,
“Aerial Survey Evaluation of the Effects of 
Ivermectin Treatment on Grazing Patterns 
of Horses.”
Manohar M, NIH, $153,204,
"Respiratory Muscle Energetics During 
Exercise.”
^GENERAL
Cox DK, US Army, $54,882,
“Provide Environmental Legislation 
Forecasting and Document for the Army 
Environmental Policy Institute.”
Research Projects Funded Between
Docampo R, Amer Heart Assoc - ILL Aff, 
$20,000, “Regulation of Calcium Ho­
meostasis in Trypanosoma cruzi"
Docampo R, WHO, $62,500,
"Trypanothione Peroxidase-Trypanothione 
Reductase of Trypanosoma cruzi."
Scherba G, NATL Marine Fisheries Serv, 
$7,000, “ Isolation and Characterization of 
Herpesvirus from Green Sea Turtle, 
Chelonia Mydas, Fibropapillomas.”
Smith RD, Merck Co Inc, $29,166,
“A Macintosh and IBM-compatible 
Computer-Assisted Diagnostic Program 
to Enhance the Merck Veterinary Manual 
on CD-ROM.”
Stahl DA, Office Of Naval Res, $244,192, 
"Identity, Spatial Distribution and Activity of 
Microbial Populations in Natural Biofilms.”
Troutt HF, World Bank, $5,902, 
"Consultation with Eastern Africa Depart­
ment of the World Bank on Kenya Animal 
Health Program.”
Troutt HF, Hill’s Pet Products Inc, $27,770, 
“A Unique 4-year Residency/Graduate 
Program in Clinical Nutrition-Internal 
Medicine or Dermatology."
Whiteley HE, Res Board, $11,680,
“Cell Interactions in Dysplastic Retinal 
Morphogenesis.”
U l Researchers Land $300,000 Grant fo r Two-Phase 
Toxoplasmosis Study in  Swine
BY KIMBERLY MEENEN
T hrough a $300,000 USDA grant, University o f Illinois College of Vet­erinary Medicine researchers hope to 
identify the sources behind swine herds 
infected with toxoplasmosis, a protozoa 
which is sometimes passed on to hu­
mans through raw or im properly 
cooked pork.
It is estimated that between 2-70 
percent o f the nation’s swine herds are 
infected with toxoplasmosis (varying 
from state to state). Currently, potential 
sources of infection include cats, wild­
life, improper disposal of dead pigs, con­
taminated feed, and soil.
“No one really knows the true source 
and how management factors affect 
the chances o f infection,” says prin­
cipal investigator Dr. Ronald Weigel, 
an epidemiologist at the veterinary 
college.
According to Dr. Weigel, toxoplas­
mosis is a public health concern, 
especially for expectant mothers who 
have not been exposed to the disease 
prior to their pregnancy. “In some cases 
it can cause fetal complications and 
fetal death,” he notes. It is important to 
note that thorough cooking o f pork 
eliminates the organism and makes it 
safe for human consumption.
Researchers plan to explore risk 
factors that make a swine herd more 
susceptible to toxoplasmosis infection. 
They will look at herd size, type of 
housing (total confinement vs. partial 
confinement vs. pasture), type o f opera­
tion (farrow-to-finish vs. feeder pig pro- 
ducervs. feeder pig finisher), geographic 
location, and cats as pets.
Funding for the study was pro­
vided by the USDA’s Agriculture Re­
search Service (ARS), Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), and Food Safety and Inspec­
tion Service (FSIS).
The first phase of the study 
began in October 1991 and is ex­
pected to run six to nine months.
Using herds already involved in 
the state’s pseudorabies testing 
program, researchers will col­
lect and test blood samples from 
144 Illinois swine operations. A  
minimum of 30 samples from each 
farm will be tested. These blood 
samples will be obtained from the 
state diagnostic labs in Galesburg 
Centralia.
Twenty-seven swine herds that 
positive for toxoplasmosis will provide 
the sample base for the study’s second 
phase. During this phase, researchers 
will conduct on-farm visits over a peri­
od of two years. Farms will be mapped to 
track paths of cat and wildlife transit, 
feed storage and distribution sites, 
routes o f waste, and garbage and dead 
pig disposal. Feed, cat feces, soil, rodent, 
and wildlife samples will be collected 
and tested for toxoplasmosis by the 
USDA Zoonotic Diseases Laboratory in 
Beltsville, Maryland.
Dr. Weigel and colleagues (Dr. Ken 
Todd, head o f veterinary pathobiology; 
Dr. Uriel Kitron, assistant professor of 
epidemiology; Dr. LeRoy Biehl, coordi­
nator o f continuing education and pub­
lic service; graduate students Dr. Art 
Siegel and Dr. Alessandro Mannelli; and
Toxoplasma zoite.
ARS researchers Dr. J.P. Dubey and 
Dr. Ron Fayer) will be cooperatively 
working on this investigation.
Upon completion, detailed, individual 
results will be provided to participating 
farms. An overview of results will be 
made available to the industry with in­
dividual farm names and results re­
maining confidential.
For further information, contact 
Dr. Ronald Weigel at 217/244-1365 or 
Dr. Ken Todd at 217/333-2449.B
Whiteley HE, Procter & Gamble Co, $2,038, 
“Lectin Binding to Gastric Mucosa.”
_RUMINANT
Hungerford LL, USDA, $2,000,
“Bovine Respiratory Disease:
Risk Factors, Pathogens, Diagnosis, 
and Management.”
_SMALL ANIMAL
Alsup JC, NIVMA, $1,000,
“Use of Carbon Dioxide and Doxapram 
Hydrochloride in the Generation of Tidal 
Breathing Flow-Volume Loops in the Dog."
Buck WB, ILL ENR, $37,400,
“Household Pets as Sentinels of Lead 
Exposure.”
Gerding PA, CAMF, $2,478,
“Evaluation of Intraocular Penetration of 
Topical Tissue Plasminogen Activator 
in Dogs.”
Greenfield CL, Hill’s Canine Feeding Prog, 
$4,996, "Evaluation of the Unilateral 
Arytenoid Lateralization and the Ventral 
Ventriculocordectomy in a Canine 
Laryngeal Paralysis Model."
Johnson AL, Hill’s Canine Feeding Prog, 
$5,000, "Evaluation of Electrical Muscle 
Stimulation as a Rehabilitation Program for 
Dogs with Surgically Stabilized Cranial 
Cruciate Deficient Stifles.”
McKiernan BC, KOS Pharmaceuticals Inc, 
$14,255, “Bioavailability of Niacin in 
Beagles.”
O'Keefe DA, Wheaton Kennel Club, CAMF, 
$2,500, “ Immunocytochemical Detection of 
P-Glycoprotein in Fresh and Formalin- 
Fixed Normal and Neoplastic Canine 
Tissues.”
Paul AJ, Amer Cyanamid Co, $14,430, 
“Evaluation of the Safety of Moxidectin in 
Collie Dogs.”
_ SWINE
Hahn EC, NATL Pork Producers Council, 
$15,000, “Pseudorabies Induced 
Immunosuppression.”
Tripathy DN, Biotech Res Development 
Cor, $60,000, "Swinepox Virus as 
Expression Vector for Genes from 
Swine Pathogens.”
Weigel RM, USDA, $300,000, 
“Epidemiological Investigation of 
Risk Factors and Sources of Toxo­
plasma in Swine.”
Organic Composite Could Be Used As A rtific ia l Bone, Researcher Says
BY LARRY BERNARD, LIFE SCIENCES EDITOR, Ul NEWS BUREAU
A University o f Illinois scientist has created a family o f materials that can help stimulate bone growth and could be used as artificial bone.
The materials, developed by Samuel I. Stupp, a U of I materials scientist, are a composite 
made by the formation of apatite crystals in a medium containing organic molecules. 
Apatite, or calcium phosphate, is the crystalline substance that forms bone and teeth.
Stupp and colleagues at the U o f I College o f Veterinary Medicine implanted 
the material, which they call organoapatites, in leg bones o f four dogs. Not only 
did the material hold together well, new bone growth was stimulated and found to 
attach to the organoapatite after just four weeks.
Stupp presented the findings in December at the Materials Research Society meet­
ing in Boston. Joining him in the work were former graduate students Jacqueline 
Hanson and Glenn Ciegler, and U o f I veterinarians Jo Ann Eurell and Ann Johnson.
“It is extremely important in all surgical applications for bone to grow and 
adhere to an artificial bone as quickly as possible,” Stupp said.
When the material is implanted as small cylinders in the leg bone, some 
bone-eating cells attack it briefly, eroding the cylinders and making room for 
natural bone to grow in its place. By using fluorescent dyes, researchers can see 
whenever new natural bone appears.
“The biological environment sees the new materials as dead bone,” Stupp said. 
“Then you get erosion and regeneration o f new bone interspersed with the 
artificial material. That, in effect, anchors the implant.”
The materials are synthesized with polypeptides — polymers o f amino acids. 
The polypeptides limit the growth o f mineral particles, preventing the crystals 
from growing any larger than those of natural bone.
Some organic components work better than others. The molecular structure 
o f the organic part is very important in determining success, Stupp said. But, 
only 2 to 3 percent (by weight) o f the material needs to be organic. “That’s all that 
appears to be needed to regulate the biological response.”
The next step is to try to reformulate the material into a paste, like a bone glue. 
Then, “it could be utilized in any situation where bone has to be prepared: to attach 
a prosthesis, repair the skull after neurosurgery, repair a fracture, or eliminate an 
anatomic defect,” Stupp said.
Bone cements currently being used to, say, attach artificial hips, do not pro­
mote natural bone growth and sometimes become encapsulated by fibers 
loosening the implant. The new composite materials would be ideal to address 
these problems,” Stupp said.*
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Alumni Notes
Veterinary
REPORT
■  Last summer at their annual re­
union, members of the class of 1952 
agreed to take on as a class project 
support for the Loyd E. Boley Endow­
ment Fund. Shortly before his death, 
Loyd had made a commitment to the 
college of $5,000 for a scholarship 
fund. Numerous alumni and family 
members had contributed to the 
endowment. But under the leadership 
of Drs. Dick Fink and George Scott, 19 
class members or widows contributed 
over $3,300 to put the endowment over 
the top of its initial $10,000 goal. 
Annual income from the endowment 
will support in perpetuity the education 
of a student interested in food animal 
practice. A  special thanks not only to 
the class of 1952, but to everyone else 
who made the Boley Endowment Fund 
a reality.
■  Dr. James Finnell, 1955, was 
interviewed for a segment in a book 
entitled Heartland o f a Continent. The 
book, by Ron Fisher, was published by 
National Geographic and features 
photos and conversations with Mid­
western folks. Dr. Finnell practices in 
Piper City, 111.
■  Dr. Warren N. Anderson. 1956, has 
been nominated to serve as 1992 presi­
dent-elect for the Illinois State Veteri­
nary Medicine Association. Dr. Ander­
son is a small animal practitioner in 
Blue Island, 111.
■  Dr. Arnold Taft, 1957, has accepted 
a senior staff veterinarian position with 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinaiy Services/ 
Swine Diseases, Hyattsville, Md. He is 
serving as program director for the 
National Pseudorabies Eradication 
Program. Previously, he served as chief 
veterinarian at the Bureau of Animal 
Health, Illinois Department of Agricul­
ture for the past 5l/2 years.
■  Dr. Jimmy Estes, 1965, has 
been appointed Jefferson County 
Animal Control Administrator. He owns 
and operates the Mt. Vernon Animal 
Medical Center, Mt. Vernon, 111.
■  Dr. Susan Cotter, 1966, was 
selected to receive the Norden Distin­
guished Teacher Award by students at 
Tufts School of Veterinary Medicine, 
Massachusetts. She is professor and 
head of small animal medicine at the 
school.
■  Dr. Ralph Bunte, 1967, has 
been elected president of the Eastern 
Illinois Veterinary Medical Association. 
Dr. Delores Lipton, 1979, is serving the 
organization as secretary-treasurer.
■  Dr. Ralph Frerichs, 1967, is in
f°u rt*1 Year as
I chairman of the Dept, of 
Epidemiology at the 
UK™  University of Califomia- 
Los Angeles School of 
Public Health. The only 
veterinarian on the 
B H f l l  faculty, he specializes in 
problems of developing 
countries and is currently working to 
establish an effective surveillance 
program for HIV/AIDS.
■  Dr. Joseph Ritter, 1974, is serving 
as general manager of the new Pitman- 
Moore Asia. Formerly part of the 
company’s North America region, the 
operation is now a “stand-alone” unit 
serving five operating companies based 
in Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, The 
Philippines and Taiwan. Sales offices 
are located in Hong Kong and Korea, 
with another planned for Japan.
■  Dr. George Martin, 1977, has 
received an MBA degree from Tulane 
University’s A.B. Freeman School of 
Business in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He is an associate professor of 
veterinary surgery at Louisiana State 
University’s School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Baton Rouge.
■  Dr. Karen E. Nachtrieb Hayes.
1979, has written a book, according to 
Horse and Rider magazine. The book, 
entitled The Complete Book o f Foaling, 
will be out in May 1992. Dr. Hayes 
has her own equine-exclusive practice 
in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, where she 
lives with her husband and eight 
horses.
■  Dr. Robert Esbensen. 1981, owns
J ______________  the Arlington Cat Clinic,
Arlington Heights, 111.
He recently attained 
diplomate status in the 
American Board of 
Veterinary Practitioners 
(companion animal 
' .... practice).
■  Dr. Stephen Hooser, 1982, was 
awarded an NIH National Research 
Service Award to study the ovarian 
effects of the toxin, 4-vinylcyclohexene. 
He is with the University o f Arizona 
Health Sciences Center’s Department 
o f Pharmacology and Toxicology, 
Tucson.
■  Dr. Marian Prybil-Rippy, 1982, 
was recently installed as the national 
president o f the Cornell College o f
I Agriculture and Life Sciences Alumni 
f Association. She visits with Cornell 
Alumni groups organized throughout 
the country as well as returns to the 
Ithaca campus four times a year to 
conduct board meetings.
■  Dr. Peter Sakas. 1983, hospital 
director o f the Niles Animal Hospital 
in Niles, 111., had his hospital featured 
in the Dec 91/Jan 92 issue o f Trends 
Magazine. The hospital set a prece­
dent when it hired a social worker for 
counseling grieving clients.
■  Dr. R.A. Beer, 1984, is in 
Cuero, Texas, where in addition to a 
busy cattle practice, he’s recently 
come into demand as an ostrich 
veterinarian. Most of the other vets in 
the area “don’t want to mess with 
them” so Dr. Beer has developed about 
a 200-mile radius ostrich practice.
■  Dr. Jane Davis, 1984, of 
Sandwich, 111., has joined the Aurora 
University (Aurora, 111.) faculty as
, assistant professor o f biology and
coordinator o f the science and 
mathematics program.
■  Dr. Roger B. Saline, 1984, has 
joined the staff o f Murphy Farms,
Inc., Rose Hill, North Carolina. In 
addition to veterinary responsibili­
ties, Dr. Saline will develop the 
company’s management information 
systems.
■  Dr. Randall E. Junge, 1985,
an associate veterinarian at St. Louis 
Zoological Park, St. Louis, Missouri, 
has received a grant to identify and 
investigate medical problems o f black 
lemurs in captivity.
■  Dr. Kenneth McMillan, 1985, 
has purchased a veterinaiy practice 
in Macomb, 111. from Dr. A.A. Beat.
■  Dr. J. P. Pollreisz. 1985,
Amarillo, Texas, joined SmithKline
Beecham as a senior technical services 
veterinarian in January 1992. He had 
been serving as a feedlot consultant 
with Palo Duro Veterinary Services of 
, Canyon, Texas for the past 5W2 years.
He has been elected to the Board of 
j  Directors o f the Academy of Veterinary 
Consultants.
■  Dr. Robin Downing. 1986, recently 
bought the Windsor Veterinary Clinic 
in Windsor, Colorado and renovated 
the second floor of the building into
! living quarters. The clinic, built into 
the vintage 1905 building in 1976, 
won the 1981 Veterinaiy Economics 
Merit Award.
■  Dr. Michael Troop, 1987, 
recently opened the Pet Wellness 
Center in Marion, Illinois. The center 
offers a drop-off service in which 
owners may drop pets off for neces­
sary services in the morning and then
I pick up the animals after work with no 
charge for the day’s boarding. 
Previously, Dr. Troop served as an 
animal nutrition consultant for Hill’s 
Pet Products, Inc.
■  Dr. Steven Hadley, 1987, of 
Long Beach, California, is director o f 
a corporate-owned emergency clinic 
in Torrance, California. Approximately 
5,000 cases go through the clinic 
each year.
■  Dr. Kimberlee Beckmen, 1989, 
has accepted a postdoctoral fellowship 
in marine mammal medicine at the 
California Marine Mammal Center,
| Sausalito.
■  Dr. Beth Brockman, 1990, 
received two awards at the University 
of Pennsylvania, where she is serving 
an internship. She was selected for the 
Dr. Jules Silver Bedside Manner 
Award as well as one of the 1991
; Student Government Awards for 
i Teaching Excellence. The teaching 
excellence awards are given to 
j  members of the faculty and staff who 
exemplify the highest degree of 
: proficiency in teaching.
■  Dr. Randy Turek, 1991, grad­
uated in the top 10 percent of the U.S. 
Army’s Veterinaiy Officers Basic 
Course. Ranked as a captain, he now 
serves as chief of the Central Veteri­
nary Branch which encompasses three 
military bases in California.
In Memoriam
Rose Holmes, 69, o f Tuscola, 111., 
passed away on October 23, 1991.
A  17-year University o f Illinois 
employee, she spent the last 8 172 
years prior to her 1985 retirement at 
the veterinary college. She worked in 
! the veterinaiy clinical medicine 
departmental office. Even after 
retirement, she often came back to 
visit friends at the college.
Dr. Frank Romack, a former 
! veterinary biosciences faculty 
| member, died on January 21,1992. 
He had retired in 1987 after teach­
ing anatomy and histology at the 
college for 22 years.
Envirovet Gets 
“Superior”  Reviews 
from Participants
BY KIMBERLY MEENEN
Veterinary students, veterinarians, and aquatic animal and environmen­
tal toxicologists trawled Lake Superior 
for fish, toured aquaculture facilities 
and studied the effects of pollution on 
freshwater animals as part of Envirovet 
last summer. This new program drew 37 
participants from Canada, Hungary, 
Italy, and New Zealand as well as from 
16 states across the U.S. Several of the 
participants shared their “Superior" re­
views with Veterinary Report.
“I highly recommend the program," says 
Wendy Reinbold, a third-year veterinary 
student at the University of Illinois Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine. “Envirovet is 
helping to reach out and create new posi­
tions in the veterinary field.”
Envirovet participant Dr. J.M. Kiel (right) 
observes Todd Askegaard (left), an associ­
ate research specialist with the University of 
Wisconsin—Superior, as he obtains a sample 
from an experiment pond where environ­
mental effects of pesticides are studied.
The pond is located near Duluth, Minnesota. 
Dr. Kiel is currently working on a PhD in 
sediment toxicology at Texas A&M  
University.
Reinbold says she found the labs dur­
ing Envirovet most interesting.“I enjoyed 
the ‘hands- on’ work. We had a chance to 
bleed fish and necropsy waterfowl. We 
did things that you don’t normally get to 
do in veterinaiy school.” Reinbold en­
rolled in the course because she is inter­
ested in pathology, toxicology and aquatic 
life, and wants to keep her options open.
Sue Wojcik, a third-year veterinaiy 
student at the college echoes Reinbold’s 
enthusiasm. “It was a worthwhile expe­
rience. I made a lot o f contacts during 
the program. Although the class came 
from different walks of life with different 
perspectives, everyone seemed to have 
a common link.” Wojcik has a keen 
interest in environmental toxicology 
and aquaculture. She attended Envi­
rovet to take a closer look at these fields.
Held at the Center for Lake Superior 
Environmental Studies in Superior, 
Wisconsin, Envirovet’s primary goal is 
to establish an educational program for 
those pursuing careers in fresh-water 
aquatic animal medicine and environ­
mental health.
Dr. Val Beasley, an associate profes­
sor o f toxicology at the college and origi­
nator of Envirovet says, “The students 
recruited were even more qualified and 
the faculty more energetic and effective 
than we thought possible.”
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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•  Five students at the college have 
been selected as representatives for 
the PEDIGREE PARTNERSHIP 
PROGRAM sm, sponsored by Kal Kan 
Pet Care. They include Ava 
Ackermann. class of 1993; Linda 
Berent, class of 1994; Laura Davis, 
graduate student; Patrick Emmelot, 
class of 1992; and Mary Hernandez, 
class o f 1995. The student representa­
tives are responsible for disseminating 
information about the program to 
classmates and assisting with 
marketing promotions at dog and cat 
shows and other events. In exchange, 
the reps receive an annual stipend. 
Through the representatives, Kal Kan 
also sponsors free coffee, creamer, 
sugar, and hot chocolate for the 
students’ coffee room.
•  Mitsuko Williams, veterinary
medicine librarian at the 
college, is serving as 
Planning Committee Chair 
for the First International 
Conference o f Animal 
Health Information 
Specialists. The confer­
ence, to be held in 
England from July 16-19, 
1992, is the brain-child of the Vet­
erinary Medical Libraries Section of 
the Medical Library Association. The 
University o f Illinois, along with other 
organizations, is a major sponsor of 
the conference. The conference will be 
an important forum for librarians and 
other professionals working in fields 
such as veterinary medicine, labora­
tory animal science, zoo and wildlife 
biology, primatology, and zootechny.
This involved installation of network 
“cards” (which allow a computer to 
access the network), plus coaxial 
connectors. Access to the network 
means students .can use college 
computers to work on NovaNET 
lessons, 6end and receive electronic 
mail messages, and access various 
database and word processing 
packages.
•  The newly-formed Illinois Chapter 
o f the International Association for 
Aquatic Animal Medicine obtained a 
70-gallon freshwater fish tank, set it 
up in the college’s Atrium, stocked it 
with fish, and held a formal dedication 
on November 25, 1991. The purpose of 
the group is to familiarize members 
with pet fish. Through daily mainte­
nance chores, members become 
directly involved in monitoring water 
quality and fish health in the 
aquarium. Drs. Tom Eurell and Laura 
Hungerford are faculty advisers for the 
group. In addition to maintaining the 
fish tank, the group sponsors lectures 
and field trips on aquatic subjects.
•  Merck Sharp & Dohme Research 
Laboratories, a division of Merck & 
Co., Inc., recently provided a $3,150 
stipend to support a student assis- 
tantship position at the college.
Laura Gumprecht, a third-year 
veterinary student, received the 
assistantship. She will work with Dr. 
Wanda Haschek, veterinary 
pathobiology, on the effects of diet on 
renal disease and survival in rats.
► The college local area computer 
tetwork has been given a boost by an 
dditional server provided through 
ollege funds with assistance from 
lill’s Pet Products, Inc. feeding 
irogram. As a result, all veterinary 
tudents now have sign-ons to the 
ollege’s computer network system.
)r. Howard Whitmore (center) 
accepts a plaque during his 
etirement party on November 
14, 1991. Dr. Whitmore retired 
in December 1990.
•  Faculty at the college have formed 
an ad hoc Problem-Based Learning 
Committee. Chaired by Dr. Jim  
Hixon, veterinary biosciences, the 
nine-member committee is looking at 
the feasibility o f incorporating this 
new teaching style in the veterinary 
curriculum.
Envirovet, (CONTINUED f r o m  PAGES)
He continues, “Overall, Envirovet 
was the most efficient educational en­
deavor with which I have been involved 
since entering the field of environmental 
toxicology 13 years ago.”
Dr. Robert Patyk, a 1979 Illinois 
veterinary graduate, attended Enviro­
vet with interest in aquatic animal 
medicine and environmental toxic­
ology. He says Envirovet is a quality 
survey class for those interested in ex­
ploring these areas. Dr. Patyk is cur­
rently a small animal practitioner in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and active in 
community environmental issues such 
as groundwater and lake protection.
Dr. Beasley hopes Envirovet will help 
scientists bridge the gap between labor­
atory studies of toxic chemicals and the 
sick, deformed or dying animals some­
times seen in polluted ecosystems.
Also involved with this program were 
Dr. Tom Eurell, U of I College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, and Dr. John Dellinger, 
Center for Lake Superior Environmen­
tal Studies. Envirovet was sponsored 
by the Great Lakes Protection Fund, the 
Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant Program and 
Dow Chemical Company.
Plans for the second Envirovet course 
to be held at University of Minnesota- 
Duluth in June and July 1992 are un­
derway. For more information, contact 
Dr. Val Beasley at (217)333-9360 or 
Dr. Gary Koritz at (217)333-798!.■
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
—  Poisonous Plant Garden Seeks Support — j
THIS SUMMER, University o f Illinois stu­
dents and the public will be able to visit 
the University o f Illinois Poison­
ous Plant Garden to see and 
learn about plants toxic to ani­
mals and humans. Located 
northwest o f the Veterinary 
Medicine Basic Sciences Build­
ing, the garden will be open to 
veterinarians, farmers, Univer­
sity of Illinois and high school 
students, scout troops and oth­
ers. Over 80 species of plants will be 
displayed. Each plant will be labeled 
with the family, species, common name
and toxic parts. A  brochure will provide 
visitors with further details.
Support for the garden has 
come from donations provided 
by local hospitals and UI faculty 
and students.
If you are interested in sup­
porting the garden’s upkeep, 
please make your check payable 
to “University of Illinois” and 
note that it is for the Poisonous 
Plant Garden. Please send dona­
tions to: UI College o f Veterinary Medi­
cine, c/o Dr. Val Beasley, 3516 VMBSB, 
2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL61801.
i—  Wildlife Ward Benefit Nets Nearly $2,000
A  STUDENT BENEFIT for the Wildlife Ward 
netted $1,683 recently. The evening’s 
highlight was a raffle drawing for an art 
print by local artist Janet Wissmann. 
Organized by veterinary students Olivia 
Inoue (VM3) and Judy Karaia (VM2), 
student volunteers spent a week of lunch
hours selling raffle tickets. The benefit 
also included roast pig barbecue and 
music by “The Blues Ministers." Plus, 
those in attendance had an opportunity 
to win one of several smaller art prints or 
to purchase donated wildlife stationery, 
mugs and glasses.
AVMA Site Visit Team Evaluates College
AT LEAST EVERY SEVEN YEARS, each 
veterinary college in the U.S. must 
undergo an evaluation to determine 
whether it meets standards adopted 
by the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA). This accred­
itation process, sponsored by the 
AVMA, assures students that they’re 
involved with a competent, contempo­
rary program. Accreditation also paves 
the way for federal grant dollars.
In December, a site visit team from 
the AVMA’s Council on Education 
arrived in Champaign-Urbana.
Armed with 2-inch thick copies o f the 
college’s accreditation self-study 
document, they met with the Dean, 
faculty, staff and students to get a 
feel for the college’s programs.
During a site visit, everything from a 
college’s curriculum and enrollment 
to its physical, financial and learning 
resources are scrutinized.
Accreditation reviews are coopera­
tive ventures. The college describes 
its organization and goals, plus 
documents its compliance with 11 
criteria essential for accreditation.
After a thorough evaluation, the
AVMA site visit team reports its 
findings to the AVMA’s Council on 
Education, where that full body 
(13 members) makes a final determi­
nation for the accreditation status.
At this writing, that decision is ex­
pected to be made at the next 
Council meeting in March 1992.
The site visit team includes two 
representatives each o f clinical and 
pre-clinical disciplines, a representa­
tive o f the Canadian veterinary 
schools, a representative of the state 
veterinary association, and an 
at-large public member. The group 
evaluates the college according to 
how well the school meets its stated 
objectives as well as how well it 
complies with the AVMA’s 11 
essential criteria.
A  college may become fully 
accredited, or it may receive limited 
accreditation with the stipulation 
that shortcomings be corrected 
within no more than five years. 
Illinois’ last accreditation review was 
in 1984. The college received full 
accreditation at that time.
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